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Solemnity to 
end Year of 
St. Joseph 

OGDENSBURG - The official 
end to the Year of St. 
joseph for the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg will be 
marked by Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley at St. Mary's 
Cathedral on the Solem­
nity of the Immaculate 
Conception, December 8. 

"The Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception 
was chosen was both for 
historical and theological 
reasons," said Father 
Bryan D. Stitt, director of 
the Office of Worship. 
"Historically, it was on De­
cember 8, 1870, the Sa­
cred Congregation of Rites 
promulgated the decree, 
Quemadmodum Deus, 
which communicated the 
decision of Pope Pius IX 
declaring St. joseph Patron 
of the Universal Church. 
Pope Francis' declaration 
of the Year of St. joseph 
marked the 150th anniver­
sary. " 
FUll STORY, PAGE S 

THANKFUL FOR THEIR PRIESTS 

The students of St.Alphonsus Holy Name of Jesus in Tupper Lake have taken to heart this banner that hangs in 
the HGA hallway, reminding them to "Give Thanks to the Lord." They offered these reasons for exactly what they 
appreciate about Father Clement Rimonds, HGN and Father Douglas A. Decker: "Your service," "helping us to learn 
to be an altar server," "being our priests," "not getting mad if we make a mistake when weare an altar server,"" 
letting us sing peppy songs in our choir," "sending us to Camp Guggenheim for FREE," "letting us carry the big 
cross," "being easy going," "being hilarious," "being cool," "being REAL tall," "being a little old, a little short, 
but still being fun," "coming here all the way from India to help Father Decker," "letting us pick an adult job to do 
in church after we made our confirmation," "making us laugh" and "I'm just grateful to have them for our 
priests!" 

UPGRADES AT 
GUGGENHEIM 

Thanks to the generosity of It's 
Our Church, It's Our Future Capital 
Campaign donors, the decks at­
tached to the main dorm at 
Camp Guggenheim have been 
replaced. In the process of com­
pleting the project, damage to 
the dorm structure was also 
identified and repaired. Two 
summers of work at the dioce­
san camp have enabled the dio­
cese to complete a number of 
upgrades at the facility, up­
grades that have made camp 
safer, more comfortable and 
ready to last into the future. 
Renovations and upgrades were 
also completed at the camp 
Lodge. 
FUll STORY, PAGE 3 

The lonely can find 'ally' in St. Joseph, pope says 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) - As the 

guardian of jesus and 
Mary, st. joseph's reassur­
ing presence is an example 
for Christians who are 
called to care for the 
lonely and those who 
struggle in their lives, 
Pope Francis said. 

In a society where rela­
tionships are constantly in 
flux, St. joseph's life and 
example give "a clear indi-

cation of the importance 
of human bonds," the 
pope said during his 
weekly general audience 
Nov. 24. 

"joseph, with his life, 
seems to want to tell us 
that we are always called 
to feel that we are the 
guardians of our brothers 
and sisters, the custodians 
of those placed close to 
us, of those whom the 

Lord entrusts to us 
through the circumstances 
of life," he said. 

Before the general audi­
ence, the pope went to St. 
Peter's Basilica to meet 
with several large groups 
of pilgrims unable to enter 
the Paul VI audience hall 
due to their numbers, in­
cluding a group led by the 
Vincentian Fathers who 
were in Rome to commem-

orate the feast of Our Lady 
of the Miraculous Medal. 

According to a commu­
nique released by the Vin­
centians, the meeting was 
the "culmination and the 
continuation" of a year­
long Italian pilgrimage 
with a statue of Mary the 
pope blessed last year to 
mark the 190th anniver­
sary of the Marian appari­
tions to St. Catherine 

Laboure. 
It was during the second 

apparition, in November 
1830, that St. Catherine 
said Mary told her to make 
medals of the image she 
was seeing - Mary, stand­
ing on a globe, with the 
words "0 Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us 
who have recourse to you" 
written as an oval frame 
around her. 
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Lessons in loving our enemies 
Everywhere we turned, we around the exhibits, outdoor 

saw someone wearing a dif- field and gift shop. Of those 
ferent team jersey or .."....---== .......,_ visitors, probably 85 
hoodie. to 90 percent were 

My son and I trav- wearing clothing rep-
eled to Cincinnati resenting their fa-
this weekend to vorite team. Browns, 
watch our beloved Bengals, Bills, Steel-
Pittsburgh Steelers ers, Packers, Giants, 
take the field against Cowboys, Raiders, 
the Cincinnati Ben- . ( Dolphins, Bears, 
gals. In addition to an Chiefs ... They all had 
overnight stop in Darcy L. fans there. 
Buffalo, jake and I While there was a 
visited the Pro Foot- Fargo little bit of playful 
ball Hall of Fame in banter between fans 
Canton, Ohio. of rival teams, everyone 

While it wasn't a super seemed to be legitimately 
busy day at the Hall of Fame, enjoying being around a 
there were probably a cou- bunch of football fans. 
pie hundred people walking Everyone was chatting at the 

various exhibits. Since we 
were wearing Steelers hood­
ies, people kept pointing out 
Steelers-related items in ex­
hibits we may have missed. 

As we climbed back into 
my jeep after our tour of the 
Hall of Fame, jake ex­
claimed, "that was awe­
some!" When I pressed him 
to tell me about his favorite 
part, he said, "I loved talking 
to all the other fans. Every­
one was being friendly. Even 
the Browns fans were nice to 
us. I didn't expect that." 

While it was a bit sad to me 
that he expected people to 
bring their rivalries into the 
Hall of Fame, I loved that 
jake noticed the joy that 

came with camaraderie with 
others, including people 
who may typically be 
viewed as rivals or enemies. 

As we made our way from 
Canton to Cincinnati, I re­
minded jake that I still had 
to write my column, and I 
noted I had no idea what I 
was going to write about. 

"Write about everyone lov­
ing their enemies at the Hall 
of Fame." 

While we talk about faith 
in our home, and jake at­
tends faith formation 
classes and Guggenheim, he 
learned the joy that can 
come with loving one's ene­
mies at the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame. 

The atron saint of Advent 
Advent - the beginning of 

a new Church year. This is 
often a bit confusing to 
some. For us Catholics, the 
new year begins with the 
First Sunday of Advent. We 
are talking here about the 
Church's liturgical year. Each 
year, we carefully follow the 
life of Our Lord and Savior, 
jesus Christ, as set out in the 
Gospel stories. For us , this 
all begins with the years that 
lead up to the Birth of jesus 
that we celebrate at Christ­
mas. We call this Advent. 

For me personally, the First 
Sunday of Advent is a re­
minder of all the things that 
I enjoy doing leading up 
Christmas. There are the 
Christmas presents, the 
Christmas cards, the Christ­
mas decorations and the 
Christmas donations that I 
like to make. I really do 
enjoy doing each of these 
things. 

However, as you are aware, 
our Catholic Church be­
comes counter cultural dur­
ing Advent - as it relates to 
our Masses and services. At 
Church, we put aside all the 
usual Christmas things - all 
those things that I do enjoy 
doing - and we celebrate Ad­
vent . We get very spiritual 
with our prayers and our 

Masses in order to prepare 
our hearts and minds spiri­
tually for Christmas, when 
we will celebrate the Birth of 
Our Lord and Savior, jesus 
Christ. Advent means draw­
ing closer to our Lord and 
putting our spiritual life in 
order so that we can again 
unite our lives with the Lord 
and allow jesus to walk with 
us and guide us. 

The patron saint for Ad­
vent is st. john the Baptist. 
john the Baptist dedicated 
his whole life to prepare the 
world for the coming of 
jesus, not so much for the 
birth of the Lord but rather 
for when jesus began his 
public ministry among the 
people of country. So, Ad­
vent is a perfect time to pre­
pare ourselves each year for 
the whole experience that 
jesus brough to our world 
and to ourselves. 

I believe that john the Bap­
tist in his time was most at­
tractive prophet. Many 
people found him and his 

message unique and excit­
ing. The jewish people knew 
well the story of the coming 
of a Messiah. john told them 
that this was the time. Many 
of the people were certain 
that he was the long-awaited 
Messiah. 

You know the story but let 
me take a moment to remind 
you. john, as a youth, was a 
desert person. He dressed 
like a desert person. st. 
Matthew's Gospel tells us 
that john the Baptist wore 
clothing made of camel's hair 
with a leather belt around his 
waist. His food was locusts 
and wild honey. His message 
was simple, yet rather pow­
erful. His vocation was to 
prepare the way of the Lord 
and make straight his path. 
Now is the time to Repent. 

john the Baptist's message 
touched the hearts of those 
who listened to his message. 
However, john made it very 
clear that he was not the 
Messiah. He preached, "One 
mightier than I is coming 
after me. I am not worthy to 
stoop and loosen the thongs 
of his sandals. I have bap­
tized you with water; he will 
baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit." 

john preached a baptism 
of repentance. When they 

came to john seeking his for­
giveness and expressing 
their repentance as he was 
teaching along the River jor­
dan, john challenged them 
to change and live good lives 
- make their world a better 
place, find a new and holier 
life. To remind them of their 
repentance and commit­
ment, john invited them to 
join him in the river and he 
baptized them by plunging 
them into the water. It was 
truly a perfect reminder. 
They would always remem­
ber this commitment to a 
change of life. They would 
always remember that they 
met jesus and promised 
him. It was the day that they 
were baptized in the water of 
the River jordan by St. john 
the Baptist - a day that he 
plunged them into the river's 
waters. 

I have a special devotion to 
st. john the Baptist. I pray to 
him often that I may have 
the same power to lead oth­
ers by my preaching to find 
a new and holier life to find 
jesus and allow jesus to lead 
them to peace and happi­
ness . I pray that I can have 
the power of john the Bap­
tist, who said of jesus, "he 
must increase, I must de­
crease." 
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Renovations upgrade Camp Guggenheim 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

SARANAC LAKE - Visitors re­
turning to Camp Guggen­
heim in 2022 will see 
changes made at the facili­
ties thanks in large part to 
the generosity of It's Your 
Church, It's Your Future 
Capital Campaign donors. 

Though summer camp 
has not run at the facility 
for the past two summers 
due to the COVID-19 pan­
demic, work has been tak­
ing place at the camp both 
years. 

"In some ways, COVID 
made completing the work 
easier, but it made other as­
pects much more difficult," 
said Deacon James Crow­
ley, chancellor of the dio­
cese. "We had a much 
longer construction season 
than normal because we 
didn't have to work around 
the Summer Camp sched­
ule, but difficulties obtain­
ing supplies - especially 
things like windows and 
doors slowed our 
progress on portions of the 
projects." 

At the main camp, venti­
lation was installed in all 
three main buildings -
dorm, 'In' and dining hall. 

"We added ventilation 
and fans to the peaks of the 
buildings to cool them off," 
said Deacon Crowley. 

Many windows and doors 
were replaced, as well. 

"New windows were in­
stalled in the bedrooms in 
the dorm last year," Deacon 
Crowley said. "We're replac­
ing all the windows in the 
dining hall and replacing 
the crash doors in the 
dorms and 'In.' The crash 
doors open appropriately 
and have windows that 
allow people to see if some­
one is on the other side be­
fore opening. We're also 
replacing the windows in 
the lounges of the dorm. 
We had a three-panel alu­
minum window system. 
They looked like sliding 
glass doors and haven't 
worked in years. They're 

had to repair joists and 
some interior flooring." 

Also at the main camp, 
work was done to update 
the living area above the 
garage. 

"Most people will never 
see this work, but it was a 
big part of the project," 
Deacon Crowley said. ''The 
upstairs of the garage - re­
ferred to as the rec building 
- was gutted. It used to 
have a bathroom and three 
bedrooms. Now, there are 
two large bedrooms up 
there, and each has a toilet 
room, a sink area and a 
shower room. Those areas 
are typically used by staff 
during summer camp. Now 
I can also see them great 
options for Family Camp." 

In addition to the work at 
the main camp, work was 
also done at the lodge. 

"There are two entry 
doors on the front porch of 
the lodge," Deacon Crowley 
said. ''The entry closest to 
the boathouse now has a 
handicap-accessible ramp." 

largely by the It's Your 
Church, It's Your Future 
Capital Campaign. 

''Thanks to the generosity 
of capital campaign 
donors, we've been able to 
do a lot of work to make 
camp better, more accessi­
ble, safer and more com­
fortable, " he said. ''This 
ensures the buildings are 
ready to face the next 50 
years. Is there more to do? 
Sure. But we've been able to 
address critical needs and 
improve the Guggenheim 
Center." 

Deacon Crowley also 
noted that GYMO Architec­
ture, Engineering and Land 
Surveying and Murnane 
Building have been "won­
derful to work with." 

New windows have been installed in the bedrooms in the Camp Guggen­
heim dorm. The window replacement was one of a number of projects com­
pleted at the camp over the past two summers. 

The lodge also now offers 
an additional restroom. 

''There was a small room 
between the kitchen and 
dining room," he said. 
''That area now has a half 
bath and a broom closet. 
Previously, all bathrooms 
in the downstairs were ac­
cessible only by going 
through a bedroom. Now, 
we have a bathroom that's 
more easily accessible." 

"GYMO and Murnane 
worked with us to identify 
efficient and innovative re­
pairs and upgrades that 
maintain the feel of the 
Guggenheim Center," he 
said. "When problems 
cropped up, they worked 
hard to make efficient and 
lasting repairs while con­
trolling costs." 

As the construction sea­
son comes to a close and 
work ends for the year, 
Deacon Crowley said he's 
hoping there's another 
change to look forward to 
at camp in 2022 . 

being replaced with dou­
ble-hung windows. Because 
of the supply issues, win­
dow work is will likely con­
tinue into the spring." 

Also at the main camp, 
the decks on the dorm have 
been replaced. 

''The initial idea was to 
level the decks," Deacon 
Crowley said. "As we 
started that project, it was 
discovered that the joists 
were rotted out. We opted 
to build two new decks of 
the same size but better 
constructed -pressure 
treated lumber and com­
posite decking replaced 
untreated wood, and the 
new decks meet current 
code requirements for rail­
ing height." 

When the original decks 
were removed, it also re­
vealed unexpected prob­
lems with the dorm 
structure. 

''The dorm was never 

properly flashed to keep 
water from the decks off 
the structure," Deacon 
Crowley said. ''The outer 
support beam of the build­
ing was rotted along both 
decks. The rot extended 
into one corner of the 
building. In the middle 
lounge, the rot extended 
into the building itself. We 

Deacon Crowley said the 
projects were funded 

''The buildings are in 
shape and ready for the fu­
ture," he said. "We're really 
hopeful that we'll have kids 
running around at camp 
next year!" 
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Supreme Court to hear Dobbs case 
courtesy of the Respect Life Office 

On December I, the 
Supreme Court of the 
United States will hear oral 
arguments in the case of 
Dobbs v jackson Women's 
Health Organization. At 
issue is a 2018 Mississippi 
law that prohibits abortion 
after the first 15 weeks of 
pregnancy. The question 
before the Court is : Are all 
pre-viability bans on elec­
tive abortions unconstitu­
tional? Nine justices will 
make this life and death 
decision in june 2022. 
What can we do? 
PRAYER 

Catholic, Orthodox, and 
Protestant Christians 
across the country are 
praying for the Dobbs case. 
This is the case that could 
overturn Roe v. Wade - the 
Supreme Court decision 
that made abortion legal in 
all 50 states. Together, we 
will pray for an outcome 
that protects millions of 
babies and their mothers. 
There are resources posted 
at prayfordobbs.com. 
FASTING 

The United States Con­
ference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) began a prayer 
and fasting campaign, "On 
Our Knees, " from October 
2021 through june 2022. 
For the past 49 years, jan­
uary 22 has been a date of 
prayer and remembrance 
for the loss of 50-60 mil­
lion babies due to legalized 
abortion. Many travel to 
DC for the annual March 
for Life to commemorate 
the january 22, 1973 Roe v 
Wade Supreme Court deci­
sion that began abortion 
on demand in our country. 
In these next 9 months, 
make the 22nd of each 
month a day of prayer and 
fasting for the Dobbs case 
and our Supreme Court 
justices. On the 22nd, fast 
from large meals or fast 
from social media or tv -
something you normally 
enjoy daily. 
MASS, ROSARY, HOLY 
HOUR 

On the 22nd of each 

month, host a Mass, rosary 
or holy hour. Encourage 
your pastor to offer a 
"Mass for Giving Thanks to 
God for the gift of Human 
Life". Lead the rosary at 
your church with the inten­
tion of protecting all 
human life or sponsor a 
holy hour for life, remem­
bering to pray for those on 
the Supreme Court. 

Perhaps before the 50th 
anniversary of Roe v Wade 
Uan 22, 2023), this deadly 
law that led to the loss of 
50-60 million babies, will 
be reversed. 

Much has changed since 
1973 when Roe v Wade was 
decided. 
ULTRASOUND 
ADVANCEMENT. 

We can now see a baby in 
the womb through ad­
vanced ultrasound tech­
nology. The term a "blob of 
tissue" no longer covers 
the lie that it's not a baby. 
In 1973, knowledge of pre­
natal development was 
very limited. Now we have 
a "window to the womb" 
where we can see that a 
heart begins beating at 15 
weeks, brain waves are de­
veloped, there are eyes and 
teeth, fingers and toes. 

Viability changes. 
Viability is an arbitrary 

dividing line in abortion 
law. It's ever-changing. At 
the time Roe was decided, 
viability was usually week 
28. Today we know that vi­
ability may occur at week 
24, and there have been 
cases of premature infants 
surviving following a birth 
at 21 weeks. The defense 
of human life should not 
depend on such a vague 
standard. 
LEGAL PROTECTION 

The United States lags 
behind most of the west­
ern world, where abortions 
are generally not permitted 
in the second and third 
trimesters. In this "Land of 
the Free" unborn children 
deserve the same equal 
rights under the law that 
all of us enjoy. It is doesn't 
make sense to exclude 
them from legal protec-

tion. 50% pay.) 
WOMEN DON'T NEED IT BAD DECISIONS HAPPEN 

cause it's what the Ameri­
can people want. Most 
Americans oppose the 
broad "right to abortion" 
under Roe v Wade which 
allows abortion for any 
reason through all nine 
months of pregnancy. 65% 
of Americans think abor­
tion should be illegal in the 
second trimester, 81% 
think it should be illegal in 
the third trimester 
(Gallup). Our law was de­
signed to be guided by the 
will of the people and it 
used to be guided by faith 
and morals as well. 

It was once thought that 
women needed abortion to 
achieve in life. Time has 
shown this is not true. The 
social and economic 
progress of women over 
the past 50 years hasn't 
been dependent upon ac­
cess to legal abortion. 
Women can enjoy it all -
motherhood and employ­
ment. NYS has one of the 
longest maternity leaves in 
the nation, 12 weeks at 
67% pay. (Recently in­
creased from 6 weeks and 

The Supreme Court has 
overturned wrong deci­
sions before and this one 
was a flawed decision. In 
1954 Brown v Board of Ed­
ucation, the court over­
turned a ruling from 58 
years prior (Plessy v Fergu­
son) that upheld racial seg­
regation in public schools. 
Roe vs. Wade is a fatally 
flawed decision that 
should be overturned. 
WILL OF THE PEOPLE 

Perhaps the most com­
pelling reason of all is be-

-. . . - • • 
THE DOBBS SUPREME COURT CASE 

OCTOBER 22 - JUNE 22 

HOW WILL YOU GET INVOLVED? 

• The Background: 

• January 22, 1973: Roe v Wade decision 
of the Supreme Court ushered in the era of 
abortion on demand in the United States. 

• 2018: Mississippi passed a law protecting 
unborn children after 15 weeks of gestation, 
when the baby has a heartbeat, eyes that 
open, ears that hear. and can move and kick. 
The law was challenged and the case, known 
as Dobbs v Jackson Women's Health Organi­
zation, is being heard by the Supreme Court. 

• Dobbs v Jackson is a landmark case that 
could potentially overturn the decision of 
Roe v Wade. The possibil ity for future laws 
protecting the unborn hangs in the balance. 

• December 1, 2021 oral arguments for the 
case will be heard. A decision is expected in 
June 2022. 

prayfordobbs.com ~J 
Doafes 

• Our Response: 

• People of every faith are coming together in a united effort 
to pray and fast for th is intention in the coming months. 

www.prayfordobbs.com 

• For the past 49 years, the infamous date of January 22 has 
been one of solemn prayer and remembrance for the tragedy 
of legalized abortion in this country. 

• In these next crucial 9 months, from October until June 
let us make the 22nd of each month a special day of prayer 
and fast ing for the Dobbs case, in the hopes that on its 50th 
anniversary (Jan 22, 2023) Roe v Wade will have been finally 
overturned. 

• Ideas for your Parish or Family: 

• Encourage your pastor to celebrate the "Mass for Giving 
Thanks to God for the Gift of Human Life" at all the da ily 
Masses in your parish on the 22nd of each month. 
• Host a special Mass, Rosary, or Holy Hour for Life on the 
22nd of each month. 
• Limit yourself to one meal and two smaller meals on 
that day, or fast from social media, videos, music or some­
thing else you like on the 22nd. 
• Pray the rosary together with your family or a group of 
friends for this intention. 
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Immaculate Conception Mass 
to end year of St. Joseph 

North Country Catholic 

OGDENSBURG - The official 
end to the Year of St. 
joseph for the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg will be 
marked by Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley at St. Mary's 
Cathedral on the Solem­
nity of the Immaculate 
Conception, December 8. 

'The Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception 
was chosen was both for 
historical and theological 
reasons," said Father Bryan 
D. Stitt, director of the Of­
fice of Worship. "Histori­
cally, it was on December 
8, 1870, the Sacred Con­
gregation of Rites promUl-
gated the decree, 
Quemadmodum Deus, 
which communicated the 
decision of Pope Pius IX 
declaring St. joseph Patron 
of the Universal Church. 
Pope Francis' declaration 
of the Year of st. joseph 
marked the 150th anniver­
sary. But the Immaculate 
Conception, Mary's recep­
tion of the prevenient 
grace of her Son freeing 
her from Original Sin from 
the moment of her concep­
tion, also honors joseph 
who cherished her sinless­
ness throughout his life 
and their marriage." 

Father Stitt noted that 
the Solemnity Mass will 
mark the end of a Year of 
St. joseph that lasted 
longer than a year in our 
diocese. 

"In the early days of the 
pandemic we did a dio­
cese-wide Novena to St. 

joseph and shared it 
onlin," Father Stitt ex­
plained. 'The Novena was 
in anticipation of Bishop 
LaValley's dedication of the 
entire Diocese to joseph's 
patronal care. That was 
back on the Feast of St. 
jospeh the Worker, May 1, 
2020. 

Pope Francis declared a 
Year of St. joseph from De­
cember 8, 2020 to Decem­
ber 8, 2021 marking the 
150th anniversary of his 
being named the Patron of 
the Universal Church. 
However, we in the Dio­
cese of Ogdensburg have 
been honoring joseph and 
seeking his intercession in 
a focused way for months 
prior. I'm not saying that 
the Vatican copied the Dio­
cese of Ogdensburg or that 
Pope Francis copied 
Bishop LaValley, but it's 
easy for us to feel that way. 
The Holy Spirit is clearly 
taking the lead on this de­
votion." 

Father Stitt also noted 
that the Year of St. joseph 
built on the North Coun­
try's strong devotion to the 
saint. 

"Catholics in the North 
Country have been close to 
joseph for generations," he 
said. "We know of his care 
for each of us, we hear his 
name invoked in each 
Mass, and we have been 
blessed with the presence 
of our own dear Sisters of 
st. joseph for well over a 
century. This special year 
of st. joseph has hopefully 
increased that devotion. 
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He has also been a strong 
support for us in these tu­
multuous days. We've been 
encouraged to reflect on 
joseph leading the Holy 
Family through the annun­
ciation in Nazareth, the 
birth in Bethlehem, the 
flight into Egypt, and los­
ing jesus in the temple. As 
the only sinner in the Holy 
Family, it is easy for me to 
connect with joseph as we 
live through personal, reli­
gious, and political turmoil 
- turmoil that wasn't so 
different from what sur­
rounded him. Throughout, 
he stayed focused on jesus 
and Mary, and he trusted n 
the Lord." 

Though the year devoted 
to st. joseph is ending, our 
devotion to the saint does­
n't, Father Stitt said. 

'To conclude, I would in­
vite Catholics, each time 
they hear 'blessed joseph, 
her spouse,' in the Eu­
charistic Prayer to follow 
the example of joseph. We 
can say with him, 'Lord, I 
am not worthy that you 
should enter under my 
roof, but only say the Word 
and my soul shall be 
healed.'" 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint of sus­
pected misconduct involving 
diocesan clergy, religious, employ­
ees or volunteers, contact Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, Terri­
anne Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 
Route 374, Merrill, NY 12955; terri­
anneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: 518-651-2267 days; 518-
569-0612 evenings; or Father 
Christopher Carrara, the Episcopal 
Vicar for Clergy; 
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 315-
393-2920 ext. 1340. If you have a 
complaint of suspected sexual 
abuse or related misconduct by the 
bishops, contact the Catholic 
Bishop Abuse Reporting Serv­
ice at 800-276-1562 or 
www.ReportBishopAbuse.org. 

Bishop's Public Schedule 

Dec.2 - 9:30 a.m. - Diocesan De­
partment Head Meeting at Wad­
hams Hall in Ogdensburg 

Noon - Lunch followed by Ad­
vent Day of Reflection for all 
Diocesan Staff at Wadhams Hall 
Dec.3 -Noon - Mass at Notre 
Dame Church in Ogdensburg 
Dec.4 - 10:30 a.m. - Diocesan 
Pastoral Council Meeting at 
Bishop's Residence 

4 p.m. - Mass at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 
Dec.S - 8 a.m. - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Dec. 7 -10:30 a.m. - Lay Em­
ployees' Retirement Committee 
Meeting in the Brzana Conference 
Room 
Dec.8 - Noon - Mass of the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Con­
ception with the closing of the 
Year of StJoseph at St. Mary's 
Cathedral 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen who have served in the 
Dio(ese of Ogdensburg 

Dec. 1 - Rev. Charles Goulet, 1913; 
Rev. George J. Bouchard, 1967 
Dec. 2 - Rev. Charles Desrosiers, 
1944; Rev.Joseph A. R.Cote, 1969; 
Rev.Joseph Fortier,M.S.c., 1970 
Dec. 3 - Rev. Michael O'Neill, 
1899; Msgr. Walter Funcke, 1958 
Dec. 4 - Msgr.James Mackey, 
1883; Rev. Alexis D. Medeville, 
O.M.I, 1884; Rev. Albert Chevalier, 
O.M.I, 1948; Msgr.Joseph Patrick 
Heslin, 1962; Rev. Charles A. Fla­
herty, 1974 
Dec. 5 - Rev. Michael Hallahan, 
1891; Most Rev. Edgar P.Wadhams, 
D.D,1891 
Dec. 6 - Rev. Edward F. O'Brien, 
1936 

Protecting God's Children 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg uses 
the training, Protecting God's Chil­
dren for Adults. There are no live 
trainings scheduled. If you need to 
complete VIRTUS training, contact 
Jean Grizzuto, jgrizzuto@rcdony.org 
or 31 5-393-2920 x 1413. 

Environmental Stewardship 

Wakeup! 

As we began our celebration of 
the Advent Season words like joy, 
anticipation, hopefulness, love, 
peace, may have spontaneously 
come to mind. 

Yet in the same Season we may 
experience feelings of stress, anxi­
ety, weariness with all the things 
we need to do to be ready for 
Christmas. 

In the Gospel for the First Sun­
day of Advent Jesus spoke about 
end times and told us notto be­
come drowsy with the anxieties of 
daily life. 

Thinking about end times can 
seem rather morbid and heavy. 

However, rather than being de­
pressing, it can be an invitation for 
us to consider how am I living my 
life NOW ... . A time to discern 
what is essential and what is not.ln 
other words,'Be awake!' 

Not only does Scripture call us to 
consider what is essential, the cur­
rent reality of caVID is imposing 
this question upon us also. 

The pandemic continues to re­
veal to us our interdependence on 
each other around the world. When 
we face empty store shelves, higher 
costs for food, gasoline and heat­
ing, shortage of paper products, 
etc., we are faced with serious 
choices. How will we respond to 
the situation? Will we simply 'grin 
and bear it?' Or will this disruption 
of'business as usual,' cause us to 
stop and ask questions like . .. do I 
really need this item? If so, how 
much do I need? How creative am I 
in finding healthier ways to eat? 
What Simpler alternatives could I 
adapt to my normal practices as a 
consumer? 

This disruption in our purchas­
ing ability could be a blessing in 
disguise. We know that our present 
lifestyle is consuming far more re­
sources than the planet is able to 
provide for everyone around the 
world. 

We as consumers are 'blessed' 
for we can make choices that can 
have far-reaching effects on the 
lives of others. Living mindfully and 
lovingly within the limitations im­
posed by caVID can be a different 
way of bringing Christ's love into 
this Advent Season. 
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Bishop Terry R. LaValley Rev. Timothy G. Canaan 
PO Box 369 669 W. Oakland Park Blvd 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 Unit BI17 

Rev. Philip T. Allen 
Wilton Manors, FL 33311 

St. Mary's and St. Paul's Parish Rev. Christopher C. Carrara 
PO Box 332 Our Lady of Grace 

~ 
Indian Lake, NY 12842 PO Box 216 

Rev. Andrew J. Amyot 
Morristown, NY 13664 

PO Box 637 Rev. Gerald A. Cerank 
Norfolk, NY 13667 Sarasota Point Rehab 

2600 Courtland Street 
Rev. Medenel Angrand Sarasota, FL 34237 
Holy Cross Parish 
7 Margaret Street Rev. Tojo Chacko HGN 
Plattsburgh, NY 1290 I Holy Cross Parish 

Msgr. Joseph G. Aubin 
7 Margaret Street 

Meadowbrook Health Care 
Plattsburgh, NY 1290 I 

154 Prospect Avenue # 181 Rev. Daniel L. Chapin 
Plattsburgh, NY 1290 I PO Box 369 

Rev. Pierre Aubin MSC 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

PO Box 100 Rev. Martin E. Cline 
Chaumont, NY 13622 St. Bernard's Church 

27 St. Bernard Street 
Msgr. Robert H. Aucoin Saranac Lake, NY 12983 
St. Mary's Church 
PO Box 187 Rev. Douglas G. Comstock 
Waddington, NY 13694 The CC of Alexandria 

17 Rock Street 
Rev. Deepak Baru HGN Alexandria Bay, NY 13607 
CC of St. Peter and St. Mary 
and St. Hedwig Rev. Matthew S. Conger 
5457 Shady Avenue St. Patrick's Church 
Lowville, NY 13367 123 S. Massey Street 

Rev. Scott A. Belina 
Watertown, NY 13601 

CC of St. Peter and St. Mary Rev. Normand C. Cote 
and St. Hedwig 114 Cornelia Street 
5457 Shady Avenue Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
Lowville, NY 13367 

Rev. Theodore A. Crosby 
Rev. Peter M. Berg St. Joseph's Church 
St. Therese Church PO Box 224 
18 Adams Lane West Chazy, NY 12992 
Newcomb, NY 12852 

Rev. Pedro Edgardo De la 
Rev. Corneille Boyeye MSC Rosa 
Missionaries of the Sacred RCC of St. Alexander and 
Heart St. Joseph 
668 Thompson Street PO Box 159 
Watertown, NY 13601 Morrisonville, NY 12962 

:::::= 

Rev. Douglas A. Decker 
St. Alphonsus Church-Holy 
Name of Jesus Parish 
40 Marion Street 
Tupper Lake, NY 12986 

Rev. Robert L. Decker 
St. Ceci lia's Church 
17 Grove Street 
Adams, NY 13605 

Rev. David DeLuca MSC 
Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart 
668 Thompson Street 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Rev. Garvin J. Demarais 
PO Box 1741 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

Rev. Richard D. Demers 
1148 Yockey Road 
Mitchell, IN 47446 

Rev. John M. Demo 
St. Patrick's Church 
123 S. Massey Street 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Msgr. Lawrence M. Deno 
The Orchards 
154 Prospect Avenue Rm. 180 
Plattsburgh, NY 1290 I 

Rev. Raymond Diesbourg 
MSC 
The RCC of Cape Vincent, 
Rosiere and Chaumont 
PO Box 288 
Cape Vincent, NY 13618 

Rev. John L. Downs 
8828 State Highway 56 
Massena, NY 13662 

Msgr. Dennis J. Duprey V.F. 
St. Augustine's Church 
3035 Main Street 
Peru, NY 12972 

Rev. Guy F. Edwards 
PO Box 2010 
Plattsburgh, NY 1290 I 

Rev. Joseph W. Elliott 
St. Joseph's Home 
950 Linden Street 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

Rev. Alfred H. Fish 
St. Ann's Church 
PO Box 288 
St. Regis Falls, NY 12980 

Rev. Francis J. Flynn 
St. Augustine's Church 
3035 Main Street 
Peru, NY 12972 

Rev. Vincent Freeh MSC 
Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart 
668 Thompson Street 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Rev. J. Michael Gaffney 
624 State Street Apt. 10 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Rev. Adrian Gallagher 
St. Ann's Church 
24 Town Hall Road 
Mooers Forks, NY 12959 

Rev. Garry B. Giroux 
St. Patrick's Church 
PO Box 208 
Brasher Falls, NY 13613 

Rev. Joseph W. Giroux 
St. Patrick's Church 
PO Box 315 
Colton, NY 13625 

Rev. L. William Gordon 
PO Box 159 
Morrisonville, NY 12962 

Rev. Alex Guimpol 
St. Bernard's Church 
27 St. Bernard Street 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 

Rev. Rolland A. Hart 
Memory Care at Allen Brook 
99 Allen Brook Lane 
Williston, VT 05495 

Rev. Peter G. Helfrich 
34 Milrace Drive 
Rochester, NY 14445 

Rev. Michael J. Jablonski 
Church of the Assumption 
78 Clinton Street 
Redford, NY 12978 

Rev. Daniel T. Keefe 
Pine Harbour 
15 New Hampshire Street #320 
Plattsburgh, NY 12903 

Rev. Paul J. Kelly 
54 Willow Way Apt. 47 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 

Rev. John P. Kennehan 
St. Joseph's Home 
950 Linden Street 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

Rev. Thomas E. Kornmeyer 
VF 
The CC of Constable, 
Westville and Trout River 
PO Box 78 
Constable, NY 12926 

Rev. Steve Kovacevich 
PO Box 1522 
Lake Placid, NY 12946 

Rev. Donald F. Kramberg 
8040 Rowland Avenue BI46 
Philadelphia, P A 19136 

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff V.F. 
St. Mary's Church 
521 James Street 
Clayton, NY 13624 

Rev. Alan J. Lamica 
P.O. Box 38 
North Bangor, NY 12966 

Rev. Robert O. Lamitie 
1836 Walden Pond Road 
Ft. Pierce, FL 34945 

Addresses continue on next 
page. 
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Rev. Kris C. Lauzon 
CC of Holy Name & 
St. Matthew 
PO Box 719 
Au Sable Forks, NY 12912 

Rev. Clyde A. Lewis 
St. Patrick's Church 
PO Box 217 
Rouses Point, NY 12979 

Rev. Christopher J. Looby 
St. Mary's Church 
22 Father Jogues Place 
Ticonderoga, NY 12883 

Rev. John J. Looby 
PO Box 78 
Constable, NY 12926 

Rev. Shane M. Lynch 
St. Paul's Church 
210 LeRay Street 
Black River, NY 13612 

Rev. Donald J. Manfred 
St. Stephen's Church 
PO Box 38 
Croghan, NY 13327 

Rev. Lawrence E. Marullo 
St. Mary's Church 
PO Box 382 
Constableville, NY 13325 

Msgr. C. John McAvoy 
St. Bernard's Church 
27 St. Bernard Street 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 

Rev. Kevin D. McEwan 
Holy Cross Parish 
7 Margaret Street 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

Rev. J. Roger McGuinness 
736 Durand Road 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

Rev. Bernard Menard 
St. Mary's and St. Peter's 
Church 
200 N. James Street 
Rome, NY 13440 

:::::= 

Rev. Gilbert B. Menard 
104 Beas Way Apt. 118 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 

Rev. Raymond J. Moreau 
St. Mary's Church 
1347 State Route 11 
Brushton, NY 12916 

Rev. Joseph A. Morgan VG 
St. Mary's Cathedral 
125 Ford Avenue 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

Rev. William G. Muench 
Holy Family Church Rectory 
127 Chapel Drive 
Syracuse, NY 13219 

Msgr. John R. Murphy 
St. Bartholomew's Church 
PO Box 236 
Old Forge, NY 13420 

Rev. Steven M. Murray 
St. Andre Bessette Parish 
PO Box 547 
Malone, NY 12953 

Rev. Frank Natale MSC 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
Church 
320 West Lynde Street 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Rev. Jude Nnadibuagha 
St. Mary's Cathedral 
415 Hamilton Street 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

Rev. Kevin J. O'Brien 
St. Raphael's Church 
PO Box 377 
Heuvelton, NY 13654 

Rev. John Kennedy Ojuok 
Savelberg Retreat Centre 
PO Box 21080-00505 
Nairobi , Kenya 

Rev. Patrick J. O'Reilly 
425 Sue Ryder Apartments 
Kilminchy, Portlaoise 
IRELAND 

Rev. Jerome Pastores 
Kateri Hall 
PO Box 429 
Hogansburg, NY 13655 

Rev. Terrence Patterson 
18 Flow Drive 
Potsdam, NY 13676 

Msgr. Leeward J . Poissant 
16 Glen Drive Apt. 4 
Plattsburgh, NY 12901 
Rev. Sony G. Pulickal V.F. 
PO Box 214 
Speculator, NY 12164 

Rev. Patrick A. Ratigan 
PO Box 436 
Hannawa Falls, NY 13647 

Rev. William G. Reamer 
PO Box 240 
Morrisonville, NY 12962 

Rev. Mark R. Reilly VF 
St. Peter's Parish 
PO Box 329 
Massena, NY 13662 

Rev. Clement Rimonds HGN 
St. Alphonsus Church-Holy 
Name of Jesus Parish 
40 Marion Street 
Tupper Lake, NY 12986 

Rev. Donald A. Robinson 
RCC of Brownville and Dexter 
PO Box 99 
Brownville, NY 13615 

Rev. Stephen T. Rocker 
St. Edmund's Church 
5526 State Route II 
Ellenburg Center, NY 12934 

Rev. Joseph N. Sestito 
100 Van Tassel Lane 
Rome, NY 13440 

Rev. James W. Seymour 
St. James Church 
164 East Main Street 
Gouverneur, NY 13642 

Rev. Scott R. Seymour 
The RCC of St. Alexander and 
St. Joseph 
PO Box 159 
Morrisonville, NY 12962 

Rev. Alan D. Shnob 
St. Mary's Church 
PO Box 368 
Champlain, NY 12919 

Rev. F. James Shurtleff 
St. Mary's Cathedral 
415 Hamilton Street 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

Rev. Fernando V. Solomon 
Jr. 
St. Andre Bessette Parish 
PO Box 547 
Malone, NY 12953 

Rev. Bryan D. Stitt 
St. Mary's Church 
68 Court Street 
Canton, NY 13617 

Rev. Todd E. Thibault 
St. James Minor Church 
327 West Street 
Carthage, NY 13619 

Rev. Justin Thomas HGN 
St. Elizabeth's Church 
PO Box 368 
Elizabethtown, NY 12932 

Rev. Severin us Torwoe 
St. Peter's Parish 
PO Box 329 
Massena, NY 13662 

Rev. Howard J. Venette 
PO Box 418 
Dannemora, NY 12929 

Msgr. Paul E. Whitmore 
129 Winthrop Street 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Rev. Leo A. Wiley 
129 Winthrop Street 
Watertown, NY 13601 

Rev. John R. Yonkovig V.F. 
St. Agnes Church 
169 Hillcrest Avenue 
Lake Placid, NY 12946 

~~ ~ ..... ~~S~ ~ _ .' ... ,'.-
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Rule protecting faith-based 
care agencies rescinded 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - The U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services Nov. 18 re­
scinded a Trump adminis­
tration rule that ensured 
faith-based social service 
agencies that provide 
adoption and foster care 
would continue receiving 
federal funding for serv­
ices that follow their reli­
gious beliefs. 

Opponents of the rule 
modification, put in place 
early this year in the wan­
ing days of President Don­
ald Trump's term, said it 
allowed agencies to use re­
ligion to discriminate 
against potential foster 
parents. 

But U.S. bishops praised 
the rule when it was imple­
mented, saying it allowed 
faith-based social service 
providers "to continue 
partnering with the gov­
ernment to assist children 
in need." 

In acting on the rule, HHS 
specifically rescinded 
waivers that allowed child 

welfare agencies in South 
Carolina, Texas and Michi­
gan to not place children 
with same-sex couples in 
accordance with their reli­
gious belief in traditional 
marriage between one man 
and one woman. 

HHS Secretary Xavier Be­
cerra said the Trump-era 
rule was "a blanket use of 
religious exemptions 
against any person or 
blank checks to allow dis­
crimination against any 
persons, importantly in­
cluding LGBTQ+ persons in 
taxpayer-funded pro­
grams." 

It is not clear how his de­
cision will square with a 
unanimous decision 
handed down by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in Fulton v. 
Philadelphia over the same 
issue. 

The court ruled in favor 
of a Catholic social service 
agency, saying it should 
not have been excluded 
from Philadelphia's foster 
care program because, in 

following church teaching 
on marriage, the agency 
did not accept same-sex 
couples as foster parents 
in accord with church 
teaching. 

The court said the city of 
Philadelphia's anti-discrim­
ination laws had put an un­
fair burden on 
Philadelphia's Catholic So­
cial Services; the city 
barred the Catholic agency 
in the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia from placing 
any child in foster care or 
with an adoptive couple 
because the agency would 
not consider placements 
with same-sex couples. 

Chief justice john 
Roberts, who wrote the 
opinion, said the service 
agency "seeks only an ac­
commodation that will 
allow it to continue serving 
the children of Philadel­
phia in a manner consis­
tent with its religious 
beliefs; it does not seek to 
impose those beliefs on 
anyone else." 

Immigrant advocates see 
hope in Build Back bill 

WASHINGTON (CNS) - Immigra­
tion advocates have seen 
promises for reform come 
and go, but many are hop­
ing one of the best chances 
to provide some form of 
respite rests with President 
joe Biden's ambitious Build 
Back Better legislation that 
the Senate will consider. 

The measure, passed in 
the House of Representa­
tives Nov. 19 and exclu­
sively backed by 
Democrats, seeks almost 
$2 trillion to address cli­
mate change, health care 
and a variety of social 
safety net programs. 

At the moment, it in­
cludes provisions that 
would allow temporary 

work permits for almost 7 
million people who are in 
the country without legal 
permission, preventing 
them from being deported 
and allowing them to 
travel, but these provisions 
stop short of granting 
them permanent resi­
dency, which could even­
tually lead to citizenship. 

Immigration advocates 
are looking for measures 
that would grant the type 
of path to citizenship pro­
vided by a program Presi­
dent Ronald Reagan 
spearheaded in 1986. That 
program provided what 
some called amnesty for 3 
million who had entered 
the country without per-

mission before 1982 and it 
later led to citizenship for 
many. 

Reagan was the last U.S. 
president to successfully 
rally bipartisan support in 
Congress to pass legisla­
tion that legalized, on such 
a grand scale, groups that 
had entered the country 
without permission to do 
so. 

The House version 
would help those who have 
lived and worked in the 
U.S. without legal permis­
sion since january 2011, 
but analysts believe get­
ting it approved by the 
Senate, even solely backed 
by the Democrats, will be a 
hard sell. 

CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 

Change habits, protect earth, help others, pope says in book 
VATICAN ClTV (CNS) - Despite the disappointing outcome of the COP26 sum­
mit on climate change, Pope Francis said he knows it is not too late for human­
ity to act to combat environment destruction and increasing poverty. The 
ecological crisis, the social crisis of poverty and exclusion and the health care 
crisis provoked by the COVID-19 pandemic are calling out "for us to change 
gear, to change bad habits in order to be able to dream, co-create, and act to­
gether to realize just and equitable futures," the pope wrote in the preface to 
the "laudato Si' Reader." The book, available in print and as a free e-book from 
the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development, includes the pref­
ace from Pope Francis, a message from Antonio Guterres, secretary-general of 
the United Nations, and reflections by dozens of people involved in Catholic en­
vironmental, peace or charitable agencies,ambassadors, scientists, academics, 
young people, farmers and Indigenous people. The reader, published Nov. 23, 
comes just over six years after the publication of Pope Francis' encyclical, 
"Laudato Si', on Care for Our Common Home." 

Archbishop: Arbery verdict advances justice 
ATLANTA (CNS) - Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer said the convictions of 
three white men for the 2020 murder of 25-year-old Ahmaud Arbery "does 
not bring him back. It does not bridge the racial divide in our community. It 
does not bring to an end the sin of racism, but it does advance the work to­
ward justice. Let us use this moment to rededicate ourselves to the intentional, 
difficult and uncomfortable work of naming and eradicating systemic racism," 
the Atlanta archbishop said in a statement Nov. 24, shortly after a jury found 
Travis McMichael, Gregory McMichael and William "Roddie" Bryan Jr.guilty on 
multiple counts of murder. "We continue to lift up the Arbery family in prayer 
as we join with countless others in grieving Ahmaud Arbery's death. The vio­
lent loss of life is a wound in our community - one that does not heal easily," 
the archbishop said. "We still have plenty of work to do in America to live up to 
the ideals of justice and equality that we say we represent," he added. "Let us 
use this moment to rededicate ourselves to the intentional, difficult and un­
comfortable work of naming and eradicating systemic racism." 

Archbishop encourages youth at NCYC to 'keep the fire alive' 
INDIANAPOLIS (CNS) - Atthe closing Mass ofthe National Catholic Vouth Con­
ference, Indianapolis Archbishop Charles CThompson encouraged the nearly 
11,000 teens from across the country to return home with the fire of the Holy 
Spirit. "Let us go forth with that fire to more fully embrace the Lord's mission 
in bringing about the kingdom of God, striving always to be Christ-centered in 
all that we are about," said Archbishop Thompson. "Let us go and be disciples. 
Let us go and make a difference .... Let us take courage. His dominion is indeed 
everlasting. The glory of God shall not be denied." The Nov. 20 Mass in Lucas Oil 
Stadium celebrated the feast of Christ the King and came on the final day of 
the three-day conference in Indianapolis. Throughout NCVe, the youths were 
led through a meditation on the Apostles and Mary receiving the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost, symbolized by tongues of fire that came to rest above their head. 
Thus, the theme for the conference was, in English, "Ablaze," and in Spanish, 
"Enciende el fuego." During his homily, Archbishop Thompson called out at 
various times the theme in one language with his listeners responding with 
the theme in the other language. 
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ADIRONDACK 
FIRST FRIDAY 
PRAISE & WORSHIP 
Lake Placid - Monthly praise and wor­
ship to be held. 

Date: First Friday of the month 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Place: St. Agnes Church 
Features: Music led by Joey and MC 

Izzo. Time for fellowship and snacks af­
terwards. Will be livestreamed on St. 
Agnes Facebook page. 

ST. AGNES CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
Lake Placid - Join us for an outdoor 
Christmas market. 

Date: Dec.4 
Time: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Place: St. Agnes School 
Features: free hot chocolate, baked 

goods, craft vendors and a visit from 
Santa. There will wreaths and Christ­
mas trees available for purchase, a 
silent auction, raffle prizes and a gin­
gerbread house contest! 

Contact: email 
admin@stagneslp.orgformore infor­
mation or if you are interested in ven­
dor space. 

CLINTON 

CRAFT SHOW 
Morrisonville - Come to the North 
Country Christmas 9th Craft Show. 

Date: Dec.4 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Alexander's Church 
Features: Local vendors selling jew-

elry, quilts,crafts, candles, Adirondack 
items, wreaths and much more. Lunch 
available at Padre's Cafe. Take-out only. 

CRAFT FAIR 
Peru - Fall into winter craft fair to be 
held. 

Date: Dec.4 
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Augustine's Parish Center 
Features: One stop Christmas shop. 
Contact: For more information con-

tact Judy Akey, 518-643-8716 

BRUNCH 
Lyon Mountain - Lyon Mountain 
American Legion to have brunch. 

Dates: Dec. 5 and 19; Jan. 9 and 23 
Time: 9 to Noon 
Cost: Adults, $1 0; Children under 12, 

$7 
Menu: Scrambled eggs, sausage, 

bacon, pancakes, garlic parmesan 
wings, breaded mushrooms, homefries. 

II NOR THe 0 U NT Rye AT H 0 LIe 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to"Around the Diocese': 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: 

North Country Catholic, PO Box 326, 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669;fax, 1-866-314-7296; 

e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. 

ESSEX 
LATIN MASS 
Port Henry - Extraordinary Form Latin 
Mass to be held each Sunday. 

Schedule: 1 p.m. on Sundays 
Place: St. Patrick's Church 
Features: The traditional Latin Mass 

celebrated according to the 1962 
Missal of Stjohn the XXIII. 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 
Houseville - A Holy Hour of Adoration 
with the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
observed the first Sunday of the 
month. 

Date: Dec. 5 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills -Indian River Knights of 
Columbus 7471 to have a spaghetti 
and meatball dinner. 

Date: Dec.ll 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8; Children 

under 12, $5; under 5, Free; Sauce, $5 
per quart 

Contact: For more information con­
tact 315-629-4678 

S1. LAWRENCE 

CRAFT FAIR AND BOOK SALE 
Gouverneur - Stjames School to have 
a craft fair and book sale. 

Date: Dec. 4 
Time: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Features: Food and drink will be 
available. Over 30 crafters. Masks and 
social distance necessary. Admission is 
a donation. 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to 
have first Saturday Rosary Devotion. 

Date: Dec. 4 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosary De­

votion to Our lady of Fatima. Confes­
sions available. Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

LOVING AUTHENTICALLY 
Commissioned Lay Ministers and can­
didates are invited to this program that 
is designed to strengthen the partici­
pant's conviction about the truth, 
beauty and importance of church 
teaching on natural law and sexual 
morality. 

Schedule: Two remaining dates:Jan. 
29 at Emmaus Room, St. Peter's Church, 
Plattsburgh; April 23 at St. Peter's 
Church, Lowville. 

Time: 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Presenters: Deacon John Fehlner & 

Dr. Maura Fehlner, Steve Tartaglia and 
other members of the Family Life De­
partment. 

Features: Must watch an 80-minute 
video prior to the event. Link to video 
will be sent after registration. Bring 
your own lunch. 

Contact: Register at: 
rcdony.org/lovingauthentically. For 
more information, contact Steve 
Tartaglia at startaglia@rcdony.org or 
call 315-393-2920 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
ATTHE MOVIES 

ENCANTO 
NEW YORK (CNS) - Will viewers 

be charmed by "Encanto" 
(Disney)? For the most 
part, the answer is proba­
bly yes, though this viva­
cious animated musical 
does include content that 
could be of concern for the 
parents of impressionable 
kids. 

The setting, from which 
the film takes its title, is an 
enchanted enclave in 
Colombia. Long ago, this 
realm became home to 
Alma (voice of Maria Cecilia 
Botero), a then-young 
refugee mother who had 
recently been widowed 
when her courageous hus­
band fell afoul of a band of 
soldiers. 

Now, Abuela Alma pre­
sides as the matriarch of 
both her community and 
her family, the Madrigals, 
each member of which has 
traditionally received a su­
pernatural talent on reach­
ing the age of 5. All, that is, 
except Alma's 15-year-old 
granddaughter Mirabel 
(voice of Stephanie Beatriz) 
who, a decade back, 
awaited her gift in vain. 

As Mirabel, strong-willed 
Alma and Mirabel's protec­
tive parents, Julieta (voice 
of Angie Cepeda) and 
Agustin (voice of Wilmer 
Valderrama), continue to 
wrestle with this misfor­
tune, they find themselves 
threatened with a far worse 
one. A dark vision of the 
whole clan's doom granted 
years before to Mirabel's 
Uncle Bruno (voice of John 
Leguizamo) seems on the 
verge of fulfillment. 

Amid colorful visuals 
and catchy songs by Lin­
Manuel Miranda, the script, 
penned by Charise Castro 
Smith and Jared Bush (both 
of whom co-directed with 
Byron Howard), delivers 
worthy messages about 
community service, coop­
eration and family recon­
ciliation. Yet "Encanto" may 
not be a good fit for the 
youngest moviegoers for a 
variety of reasons. 

Along with the screen­
play's strong emphasis on 
magic - including divina­
tion - and the vivid dan­
gers through which Mirabel 
must pass, the movie also 
includes a slightly ambigu­
ous treatment of religion. 

Thus the namesake area 
includes a church whose 
amiable, briefly glimpsed 
priest is shown to be a 
local leader. Yet if the mys­
tical is pervasive - the 
Madrigals, for example, 
live in a house that's essen­
tially alive and that moves 
its elements around to pro­
tect and accommodate 
them - Christianity has 
only a marginal presence 
in the movie. That's an im­
balance that might be hard 
to explain to small fry. 

On the other hand, 
there's certainly no note of 
animosity against the faith 
discernable in the proceed­
ings. Instead, Catholicism 
seems to be momentarily 
acknowledged as part of 
the culture, but then im­
plicitly relegated to a state 
of mild-mannered irrele­
vance. 

"En canto" is preceded by 
a sweet-natured short car­
toon, "Far From the Tree." 
The story of an overly curi­
ous young racoon, it in­
cludes some potentially 
scary moments, but is oth­
erwise acceptable for all. 

The film contains non­
scriptural beliefs and prac­
tices and characters in 
peril. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-II 
- adults and adolescents. 
The Motion Picture Associ­
ation rating is PC - parental 
guidance suggested. Some 
material may not be suit­
able for children. 
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CALLED TO SERVE 

A deacon's journey from noise to silence 
I grew up with noise. 

There was noise from the 
television, the phonograph 
and the occasional deafen­
ing noise coming from my 
transistor radio. 

Deafening unless I had 
the ear plug in so Sister 
wouldn't know I was listen­
ing to the World Series dur­
ing school or under my 
pillow so Mom wouldn't 
know I was listening to 
rock n' roll instead of sleep­
ing. 

My broadcasting career 
started as a disc jockey. 

The disc jockey was the 
guy who played records on 
the radio, read commer­
cials and announced the 
time and temperature. An­
nouncer was a fancy name 
for a disc jockey. They did 
the same job, but an an­
nouncer was on the adult 
radio stations. They were 

The following is an edi­
torial titled: "Saints in the 
making, " published online 
Nov. 10 by The Tablet, 
newspaper of the Diocese 
of Brooklyn, New York. 

The Catholic Church 
thinks a lot about the past, 
the present and the future. 
It's not always clear which 
of the three is the focus of 
thought in a secularized 
society that rejects God. 
Such a culture loses the 
chance to unite people and 
transcend the whole 
human timeline through a 
religion that pursues en­
during truth, justice, and 
compassion. God's not fin­
ished with us yet, and too 
many of us can't see God 
at work in one's neighbor. 

November is Black 
Catholic History Month in 
the U.S., thanks to an idea 
advanced by the National 
Black Catholic Clergy Cau­
cus in 1990. 

As we seek out stories of 
Black Catholic history, we 

laid back and professorial 
in their application of the 
craft. Disc jockeys played 
45 rpm records that had 
music pressed into the 
grooves. Loud music, ac­
cording to the adults . 

Perhaps you are won­
dering what all that has to 
do with the deacon at Mass. 
Stay with me. 

Radio in my youth was 
all about noise. Noise that 
was constant. Noise that 
was uninterrupted. A break 
in the noise, we might call 
it quiet or silence, was the 
bane of every disc jockey. 
In the business those peri­
ods of silence were called 
"dead air." Dead air was un­
acceptable, not permitted, 
the disc jockey who al­
lowed it to sneak into a 
broadcast was embar­
rassed and ridiculed by his 
peers. 

Enter Sacred Silence. 
This former disc jockey 

had a hard time adjusting 
to the notion that there are 
parts of the Mass that en­
courage, even demand, si­
lence. In formation 
for the diaconate, I 
became aware of 
the Church's direc­
tion for periods of 
silence during 
Mass. Silence was 
in opposition to 
everything I had 
been taught to do 

pause before he recites the 
text of the Lord, have 
mercy penitential act to 
give us all time to silently 
examine our conscience. 

A couple of times during 
Mass the celebrant 
says, "Let us pray." 
He should pause 
briefly before read­
ing the appropriate 
prayer of the day. 

We should 

in broadcasting. I Deacon 
learned to adjust Kevin Mastellon 
and found the si-

silently consider 
what we have just 
heard from God 
after the first and 
second readings 
and after the psalm. 

lence during Mass 
to be refreshing. 

The celebrant asks us at 
the beginning of Mass to 
think about the times we 
have been unfaithful to 
God and ask him to forgive 
us . The deacon should 

There is a period 
of silence after the homily. 
That's the time for all of us 
at Mass to think about 
jesus' message in the 
Gospel and the thoughtful 
suggestions for us offered 
in the homily by the priest 

Saints in the making 
can become more aware of fraternal friendship. American member of the 
the contemporary hunger Another transcendent Franciscan Sisters of Per­
for justice that can split factor is the communion of petual Adoration, and julia 
races apart but which can saints, where we can find Greeley, known as the city 
also promote strong fel- examples of God's total of Denver's "Angel of Char­
lowship. goodness shining through ity" -- all three of whom 

What makes it possible people's lives. These sto- have the title "Servant of 
to flip from separation and ries must be told. God -- as well as Mother 
resentment toward empa- Our shared awareness of Henriette Delille, founder 
thy and cooperation? One the saints already canon- of the Sisters of the Holy 
transcendent factor seems ized will rightly build our Family, Father Augustus 
to be the ability always to curiosity about saints not Tolton and Pierre Tous­
see God in the other per- already declared. They too saint. The latter three have 
son. Those values and are reflections of us and the title "Venerable.") 
virtues consistently cher- our journeys -- folks we all Their stories are fasci­
ished by Catholics need to can root for. This is the nating -- tales of selfless in­
be seen in all people -- and case of Catholic Black dividuals, some of whom 
in the noblest aspirations Americans who are on the shook off the bonds of 
of our communities. We path to declarations of slavery and transitioned to 
need also to see them in sainthood. There are six work tirelessly to improve 
our experience of com- Black Americans for whom the lot of the disadvan­
munion around the altar, canonization "causes" have taged. Others immersed 
where our "amens" bring been initiated, and they themselves so deeply in 
us together and worship- represent not only a their faith that they earned 
pers take in the humble chance for rooting to- the title "Servant of God" or 
hospitality of Christ who gether but celebrating to- "Venerable" -- steps toward 
feeds us. We can expand gether. consideration for beatifica­
on this unity through the (They are: Mother Mary tion and canonization. 
parish experience, with Lange, founder of the These are extended-family 
homilies, music, prayer Oblate Sisters of Provi- heroes for whom love 
services, and candid dis- dence; Sister Thea Bow- must replace any thoughts 
cussions which recognize man, the first African of separation or harm. 

or deacon. 
We are not done with our 

periods of silent medita­
tion on the joyous occasion 
of the Mass. 

After receiving the Body 
of Christ, and perhaps 
jesus' blood too, in Eu­
charist, we should return to 
our pew or seat and think 
about this marvelous expe­
rience. jesus Christ and 
you are one. jesus has of­
fered himself to you and 
you have received him. 

In silence, we have the 
opportunity to thank God 
and promise to carry him 
with us. 

No noise. Only silence to 
be broken by the invitation, 
"Let us pray." 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 
He is the Director of Per­
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Perhaps the best sources 
of the message of these six 
deserving candidates to be 
the first African American 
saint are the Black Catholic 
congregations themselves, 
congregations that, with 
growing numbers, can do 
much to amplify that mes­
sage. So the question is: 
Can more Black Catholics 
be encouraged to come to 
church, and how? 

Pope Francis has issued 
a call to heed the needs 
and aspirations of the mar­
ginalized -- plus their wis­
dom and closeness to God. 
It's remarkable how this 
accompaniment, requiring 
trust, sacrifice and healing 
joy brings people together. 

We need to be on the 
lookout for the openings 
where the church can offer 
discipleship that expands 
people's limited views on 
time and tribe, disillusion­
ment, and hope. 

Black Catholic History 
Month means a lot in a 
place like this. 
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St. Nicholas and the joy of giving 
It's common to look for­

ward to the gifts we'll re­
ceive at Christmas. But as 
we learn about the life of 
St. Nicholas - from which 
we derive our "Santa 
Claus" - we will quickly 
find that it is more 
blessed indeed to give 
than to receive. As Christ­
mas approaches, most of 
us spend time making 
lists of presents that we 
hope to receive. Advent is 
an appropriate time to 
learn about the life of St. 
Nicholas and to remem­
ber that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. 

Nicholas was born dur­
ing the third century in a 
village located in modern­
day Turkey. His wealthy 
parents raised him to be a 
devout Christian. Sadly, 
they died in an epidemic 
while he was still young. 
Nicholas obeyed jesus' 

OBITUARIES 
Brushton - Laura D. Hilts, 88; Mass of 
Christian Burial Nov. 26, 2021 at St. 
Mary's Church; burial in Sandhill Ceme­
tery, Dickinson. 

Chazy - Bernard E. Perry, Jr.; Mass of 
Christian Burial Nov. 29, 2021 at Sacred 
Heart Church; burial in Onondaga 
County Veterans Cemetery. 

Chazy -Irene M. (LaFountain) St. 
Louis, 84; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
27,2021 at Sacred Heart Church; burial 
in parish cemetery. 

Croghan - Nichole S. Brown, 48; Mass 
of Christian Burial Nov. 23,2021 at St. 
Stephen's Church; burial in St. Peter's 
Cemetery. 

Croghan - Hilda "Ann" (Buckingham) 
Lee, 80; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
24,2021 at St. Stephen's Church; burial 
in St. Vincent DePaul Cemetery, Belfort. 

Croghan - Susan J. (Campeau) 
Weaver, 67; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 29, 2021 at St. Stephen's Church; 
burial in St. Stephen's Cemetery. 

The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 

~~ti~ The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
5r. Mary Ellen Brett, 55J, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(315) 393-2920; lax 1-866-314-7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

words to "sell what you 
own and give the money 
to the poor." He used his 
whole inheritance to help 
the needy, the sick, and 
the suffering. The church 
recognized his total dedi­
cation to God and de­
clared him Bishop of Myra 
while he was still a young 
man. Nicholas was known 
across the region for his 
generosity to people in 
need, his love of children, 
and his concern for 
sailors, You can find many 
legends about his life on 
the Internet and in library 

Dannemora - Constance B. (Allen) 
Drollette, 75; Mass of Christian burial 
May 20,2022 at StJoseph's Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Glenfield - Frederick A."Fritz"Tucker, 
79; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 24, 
2021 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in Brantingham Cemetery. 

Gouverneur - Dorothy M. Wade, 82; 
Services to be held at a later date. 

Henderson - Barbara J."Barbie" 
(Adams) Boyle, 80; Mass of Christian 
Burial Nov. 30, 2021 at Queen of 
Heaven Church. 

Lowville - Phillip M. Bush, 93; Funeral 
Services Nov.15, 2021 at Sundquist Fu­
neral Home; burial in Lowville Rural 
Cemetery. 

Lowville - James A. Martin, 68; Mass 
of Christian Burial Dec. 1 ,2021 at St. 
Peter's Church; burial in St. Stephen's 
Cemetery. 

Malone - Vance Irving Boyea,82; 
Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 23, 2021 

books. This special day 
celebrates the stories of 
his generosity and good­
ness. The life of St. 
Nicholas has much to 
teach us. A saint of the 
Catholic Church, his Feast 
Day is December 6. 

This Advent Season, 
challenge your family to 
approach Christmas by 
focusing on St. Nicholas 
as the model of giving. 
Rather than focusing on 
what you and the rest of 
your family may receive, 
think about what your 
family can give. In addi-

at Notre Dame Church. 

Massena - William P. Hammill; Mass 
of Christian Burial Nov. 22,2021 at 
Church of the Sacred Heart; burial in 
Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Stephanie (Carbone) 
Thibault, 72; Mass of Christian Burial 
Dec.4,2021 at Sacred Heart Church. 

Morrisonville - Barbara Jean (Caron) 
Chilton, 76; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 23, 2021 at St. Alexander'S Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

Morrisonville - Janet Helen (Farrell) 

For a New or Used Car 

Mort 
Backus & 

Sons 
On Canton-Ogdensburg Rd. 

315-393-5899 

CHEVROLET 

tion to money, you can 
offer the gifts of time, tal­
ent or treasure for others 
here at home and for your 
mission family far away, 

Ask family members to 
think of meaningful, non­
material gifts they have 
received (a compliment, a 
word of encouragement, a 
helping hand, etc.) and to 
share the story of those 
gifts. Brainstorm ways in 
which each member of 
your family can give 
rather than receive - and 
to do so for the Missions. 
Ask each person to 
choose at least one way to 
give time, talent, and 
treasure for each week of 
Advent. Invite everyone to 
write down their good ac­
tions on small pieces of 
paper, notecards or self­
stick notes and place 
them in a special place. 
Conclude your time to-

Rabideau, 82; Mass to be held at a later 
date. 

Ogdensburg - Francis E."Frank" 0'­
Donoghue, 84; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 26, 2021 at Notre Dame Church. 

Port Leyden - Charles M. Kirch, 62; 
Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 22, 2021 
at St. Martin's Catholic Church. 

gether with the following 
Prayer for A Giving Heart: 

Good and gracious God, 
You have always been so 
generous to us. Teach us 
what it means to give 
without expecting any­
thing in return. Make each 
one of us grateful for all 
we have. Create in us , 
Lord, a heart that gladly 
gives. May the hope of 
jesus be seen in our 
hearts, our words, and 
our actions, throughout 
this Advent Season. Help 
us remember the greatest 
gift shown to us - the 
Christ Child. Inspire us to 
respond to the needs of 
those around us. We ask 
this through jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

Reflection courtesy of 
SPOF national 

Watertown - Brooke L. (Robinson) 
McDowell, 94; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 26, 2021 at St. Anthony's Church; 
burial in Glenwood Cemetery. 

Westport - Gaynelle (Minnixz) 
Gutierrez, 93; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov, 22, 2021 at St. Philip Neri Church; 
burial in parish cemetery. 

D.L. CALARCO 

Service Available 

Funeral Home, Inc. 
135 Keyes Avenue 

Watertown · 782-4910 

~ .~ ,~'1l 

&VMONASTERY CARD SHOP ·~S 
CardS for A U Occasions 

Mass 'Enro{{,nents for !Jour fiving & aeceasea fovea ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9 A.!\![ - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9 AM - 12 PM 
400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 
www.sisterspreciollsblood.org 
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MASS OF RECONCILIATION & HEALING 

Parishioners of St. Regis Mission participated in a healing and reconciliation Mass at St. Columban's Church in Corn­
wall, Ontario on Nov_ 18. The Mass was a follow-up to the September 30 National Day ofTruth and Reconciliation, 
held after the discovery of hundreds of graves at the sites of residential schools. St. Regis Mission Altar Rosary Soci­
ety conducted a smudge ceremony and sang hymns in Mohawk. Pictured are Angela Gaudet, Dr. RJ "Dolly" McDonald, 
Bernice Lazore, Liz Sunday, Mildred White, Carole Ross,Judy Cole and Salli Ann Adams. Also, pictured in the back row 
are Father Tom Riopelle, pastor of St_ Columban's and Deacon Guy Cote. 

Get more than basic Medicare? 
See what UVM Health Advantage can do for you. 

If you only have original or basic Medicare, you may 
be missing out. Get the support, added benefits and 
value you need with UVM Health Advantage. 

UVMHEALTH 


